SARKA HRBACKOVA - Mezzo Soprano

absolvovala Konzervator v Ceskych Budé&jovicich. V roce 2001 se stala
laureatkou soutéze talentl Jihoceské komorni filharmonie a v nasledujicim
roce ziskala 2. cenu Pévecké soutéZe duchovni a koncertni hudby v Kromé-
Fizi. V soucasnosti je solistkou opery Slezského divadla v Opavé a spolupra-
cuje s Jihogeskym divadlem v Ceskych Budé&jovicich a s divadlem |. K. Tyla
v Plzni. Vénuje se téz koncertni a duchovni hudbé.

SARKA HRBACKOVA a graduate of the Conservatory in Ceské Budgjovice,
in 2001 Ms. Hrbackova became a laureate of the South Bohemian Philharmonic talent contest
and, in the following year, she won Second Prize in the Voice Contest of Sacred and Concert
Music in Kromériz. Currently she is a soloist with the Silesian Theatre in Opava in addition to
working with the South Bohemian Theatre in Ceské Budé&jovice and the |. K. Tyl Theatre in

Plzen. Her professional interests are concert and sacred music.

Czech Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra

Komorni orchestr Czech Virtuosi (s jeho uméleckym riditelem Karlem
Prochazkou, ktery hraje prvni housle ve Statni filharmonii Brno a s ma-
nazerem orchestru Miloslavem Vavrou, ktery hraje prvni housle v Janac-
kové opere Narodniho divadla Brno) zacal svou kariéru v listopadu 1997.
V soucasnosti ma orchestr za sebou vice nez 350 koncert(, z nichz jedna
tietina se uskuteénila v zahrani¢i. Clenové orchestru jsou koncertni misti
a sélisté na dechové nastroje a pochazi ze dvou orchestrd - Orchestr
Statni filharmonie Brno a Janackova opera Narodniho divadla Brno.
Stézejni hudbou tohoto orchestru jsou Mozartovy skladby.

The Czech Virtuosi chamber orchestra (with its artistic leader Karel Prochézka, who is first
violist of the Czech State Philharmonic of Brno, and manager Miloslav Vavra, the first violist
of the Janacek National Opera) began its career in November 1997. To date the ensemble
has undertaken more than 350 concerts, one third of which were outside of the Czech Re-
public. The members of the Czech Virtuosi are concert masters and soloists for wind instru-
ments in two Brno orchestras - Brno Philharmonic Orchestra and Janacek Opera. Mozart's
music is the main domain of the orchestra.

Détsky sbor Rolni¢ka Praha

Détsky pévecky sbor Rolni¢ka Praha zalozil a jiz 31 let vede
sbormistr Karel Virgler. Hlavni koncertni sbor mé 5o ¢lent ve
véku 10-18 let. Rolnicka uvadi kazdoroc¢né 30-40 koncertl jak

v Ceské republice, tak v zahraniéi. V poslednich letech Gspéiné
koncertovala ve vétsiné evropskych zemi, v USA a v Maroku

a ziskala také radu ocenéni na mezinarodnich sborovych souté-
zich. Nyni se pfipravuje na letni koncertni zajezd do Kanady a USA. Béhem néj se zicastni
festivalu Children of the World in Harmony v Michiganu jako jediny evropsky sbor.

The children’s and youth choir Rolnicka was founded 31 years ago by its current director,
Karel Virgler. Rolnicka’s Concert Choir has 5o singers from 10 to 18 years. Rolnicka performs
yearly at 30-40 concerts both in the Czech Republic and abroad. In recent years the choir
has performed with acclaim in nearly all European countries, as well as in the USA and
Morocco, and has received a number of international choir competition awards. Currently
the choir is rehearsing for a summer concert tour of the USA and Canada, where they will
perform in the Children of the World in Harmony Festival in Michigan as the only choir
from Europe.

Sbor Kaguya-hime (skupina Taketori)
Kaguya-hime Chorus (Taketori Circle)

Skupinu Taketori zalozili v lednu roku 2008 milovnici
fantastické opery ,Kaguya-hime” (Princess from the
Moon) napsanou dirigentem Hideaki Hiraiem. Sbor
Kaguya-hime je jedine¢nym uskupenim skladajici

se z fanouskd této opery. Jadro sboru Kaguya-hime
zpiva pfri svych predstavenich v Japonsku spole¢né

s amatérskymi sbory z dané oblasti pro prohloubeni
vzajemného pratelstvi. Sbor takto vystoupil vice nez desetkrat a v jejich planu jsou dalsi
vystoupeni s nejriznéjsSimi domacimi i zahrani¢nimi sbory.

The Kaguya-hime Chorus (also known as the “Taketori Circle”) was founded in January
2008 by fans of Maestro Hideaki Hirai's fantastic opera “Kaguya-hime” (Princess from
the Moon). The Taketori Circle is a unique collaborative project combining audience
members with performing members of the Kaguya-hime Chorus. In their performances
in Japan, the core members of the Kaguya-hime Chorus collaborate with amateur cho-
ruses in the a spirit of mutual friendship. The chorus has performed in this manner on
more than ten occasions and more performances with various domestic and interna-
tional choruses are planned.

Prazsti Pévci

Prazsti pévci, smiseny komorni sbor, vznikl v r. 1992. Jeho il ﬁi ii i ”
specifikou je intenzivni hlasova priprava pod vedenim . somlian il o
zakladatele sboru, Mgr. Stanislava Mistra, kterd umoznuje

v komornim obsazeni interpretovat mnohohlasé skladby, ur-
¢ené pro vétsi uskupeni. Sbor ziskal dosud osm prvnich cen
v mezinarodnich soutézich (napf. Jersey 2002, Praga cantat
2003, Pardubice 2007) a nahral 5CD. Sbor loni jiz po paté
vystoupil na MHF Prazsky podzim (napf. Flamenco requiem
Paco Peni, Holstovy planety s Liverpool orchestra), naposle-

dy s Ceskou filharmonii v Debussyho La madamme Elue.

The mixed chamber chorus Prazsti Pévci (Prague Singers)
was established in 1992. It is known for its intensive voice re-
hearsals under the chorus’s founder, Stanislav Mistr, enabling
it to interpret in a chamber format multiple-part compositions A
intended for larger groups. To date the chorus has received eight first prizes in interna-
tional competitions (e.g. Jersey 2002, Praga cantat 2003, Pardubice 2007) and recorded five
CDs. Last year the group performed at the Prague Autumn international music festival for
the fifth time (e.g. Flamenco requiem Paco Peni, Holst's The Planets with the Liverpool Or-
chestra), and its most recent appearance was with the Czech Philharmonic in a performace
of Debussy’s La madamme Elue.
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OPERA (in 2 acts)

Kaguya~hime

April 18", 2009—-7:30 p.m.

Smetanova sinl, Obecni dim / Municipal House, Smetana Hall

PROGRAM:

W. A. Mozart - Pfedehra z Figarovy svatby / The Marriage of Figaro Overture
W. A. Mozart - Klavirni koncert €. 12, K. 414 / Piano Concerto No. 12, K. 214
Hideaki Hirai - Opera Kaguyahime - vybér / Highlights from Kaguya-hime

Dirigent (Conductor): Hideaki Hirai

Klavirista (Pianist): Motoki Hirai

Orchestr (Orchestra): Czech Virtuosi Chamber Orchestra

Sélisté (Soloists): Ryoko Wakatsuki (princezna Kaguya)
Teru Yoshihara (cisar Mikado)
Oldrich KFiz (Okina)
Sarka Hrbaékova (Ohna)

Sbory (Choruses): Japonsky sbor Kaguya-hime, Prazsti Pé€vci, Rolnicka

OBSAH KAGUYA-HIME (SYNOPSIS OF THE OPERA KAGUYA-HIME)
.Kaguya-hime” je nejstar$im dochovanym lidovym pribéhem v Japonsku, datuje
se do 10. stoleti. Viypravi o divce Kaguya (,,Tfpytiva noc”), kterou nalezne jako
malé dité v bambusovém kmeni stary bezdétny drevorubec (Okina). Spole¢né
se svou zenou (Ohna) se o ni staraji a béhem tri mésict z ni vyroste prekrasna
divka, o niz se uchazeji slechtici i samotny cisar (Mikado). Ona vsak vSechny
navrhy ke svatbé odmita a jednoho dne se vraci zpatky domd - na mésic.

“Kaguya-hime” is the oldest surviving folk story in Japan - it dates back to
the 1oth century. It is a story of a girl named Kaguya (“Radiant Night”) who
is found in a bamboo tree by an old, childless lumberjack (Okina). Okina
and his wife, Ohna, raise the girl who, in a mere three months, matures into
a beautiful woman. Her hand in marriage is sought by many noblemen and
even by the Emperor himself (Mikado). She, however, refuses all offers of
marriage and one day returns to her home - the moon.

HIDEAKI HIRAI - Dirigent (Conductor)

je jednim z nejnadanéjsich mladych dirigentl v Ja-
ponsku a zaroven hudebnim reditelem a dirigentem
Operniho experimentalniho divadla v Tokiu a dirigen-
tem souboru Tokyo Opera Production. Predtim zastaval
pozici dirigenta Tokyo New City Orchestra. Pochazi ze
starého rodu Hiraili, znamého na poli klasické hudby

v Japonsku. Hideaki Hirai je spoluzakladatelem sboru
Czech Virtuosi a hudebnim reditelem Capital Young
Artists Orchestra (Washington, D.C.). V pristi sezénné
bude dirigovat v Sydney Opera House.

Jako hostujici dirigent vystoupil s mnoha znamymi
orchestry v Australii, Chorvatsku, Ceské republice, Velké
Britanii, Finsku, Francii, Némecku, Italii, Polsku, Rumun-
sku, Spanélsku, U.S.A. a vétsinou hlavnich orchestrd

v Japonsku. Mezi jeho posledni vystoupeni patii Festival
,Dny Bohuslava Martind”, mezinarodni festival Mlad4 Pra- www.hideaki-hirai.com
ha (Ceska republika), Japonsky festival (U.S.A.) a Hudebni

festival Martha Argherich (Beppu, Japonsko).

HIDEAKI HIRAI is one of the most gifted young conductors from Japan. He is

currently Music Director and Conductor of the Tokyo Opera Experimental Theatre
and Conductor of the Tokyo Opera Production. Prior to this he held the position of
Conductor with the Tokyo New City Orchestra. He belongs to the Hirai family, famous
in the classical music field in Japan.Hideaki Hirai is also a Co-founder of the Czech
Virtuosi and Music Director of the Capital Young Artists Orchestra (Washington, D.C.).
Next season he will make his debut at the Sydney Opera House. He has conducted
many leading orchestras in Australia, Croatia, Czech Rep., Denmark, England, Finland,
France, Germany, Italy, Poland, Romania, Spain, and the USA., as well as most of the
major orchestras in Japan. His recent festival appearances include Martinu Festival,
Young Prague Music Festival (Czech Rep.), Japan Festival (U.S.A.) and Martha
Argherich Music Festival (Beppu, Japan).

MOTOKI HIRAI - Klavirista (Pianist)

je Siroce pokladan za jednoho z nejnapaditéjsich klaviristd své gene-
race. Na profesionalni Grovni hraje jiz od svych 13 let. Motoki Hirai
pravidelné€ vystupuje jako sélista ve velkych méstech v Americe, Evro-
pé i na Dalném vychodé. V poslednich letech je zvdn na mezinarodni
hudebni festivaly napr. Chelsea Festival 2008 (UK) nebo Sofia Music
Festival 2009 (Bulharsko). Letos a pristi rok se chysta na turné

v Ceské republice, Francii, épanélsku, Dansku, Rumunsku a po rod-
ném Japonsku se zavérec¢nym koncertem v londynské Wigmore Hall.

MOTOKI HIRAI is widely acclaimed as one of the most imaginative pianists of his generation.
Motoki Hirai has been playing the piano professionally since the age of 13.

He appears regularly in the music capitals of the Far East, America and Europe as a soloist
and recitalist. During recent seasons, he has been invited to perform at international festivals
including the Chelsea Festival 2008 (UK) and the Sofia Music Festival 2009 (Bulgaria). High-
lights of the 2009/10 season and beyond include concert tours in the Czech Republic, France,
Spain, Denmark, Romania and his native Japan, also returning to London’s Wigmore Hall.

Photo © Carpenterturner-U.K.

TERU YOSHIHARA - Baritone

je absolventem Tokijské statni univerzity uméni a hudby i postgradualniho
studia na stejné skole. Ziskal stipendium klubu Rotariant a po studiu na
milanské konzervatori absolvoval dalsi postgradudlini studium na Statni vy-
soké skole muzickych uméni ve Stuttgartu, obor opera a sélovy zpév. Ziskal
prvenstvi na sedmém ro¢niku hudebni soutéze japonskych pisni Sougakudé
Japan Contest. Kazdy rok hraje v Evropé, napt. v Némecku, Francii, Svycar-
sku v titulnf roli Lazebnik Sevillsky ¢i v roli Papagena v Kouzelné fliétn€. Téz

v Evropé vystupoval na vice nez 300 koncertech s tématikou duchovni hudby.

TERU YOSHIHARA was graduated from Tokyo National University of Fine Arts and Music
and its Graduate school. As a scholar of Rotary club, he studied at The Milan Conservatory,
and after that he was graduated from the graduate school of the State University of Music
and Performing Arts Stuttgart, major in opera and solo voice. He won 1st prize in 7" Sou-
gakudo Japan Music Contest. He regularly performs in Europe, e.g. in Germany, France, and
Switzerland in the Title role of The Barber of Seville, and as Papageno in The Magic Flute.
He has performed more than 300 concerts of religious songs in Europe.

RYOKO WAKATSUKI - Soprano

absolvovala doktorandské studium na Tokijské statni univerzité uméni a hudby

v oboru opera. Studovala na mildnské konzervatori. Debutovala jako Despina =
v roli Cosi Fan tutte, dale v roli Zuzany ve Figarové svatb€ ¢i v arii Papagena -
v Kouzelné flétné€, kterou vysilala japonska televize NHK. Nyni vystupuje v ope-

re Kaguya-hime. Vystoupila pod vedenim znamych dirigent0 jako napr. Seiji

Ozawa nebo Hiroshi Wakatsuki.

RYOKO WAKATSUKI was graduated from Tokyo National University of Fine

Arts and Music, major in Opera. Later, she studied at graduate school of Tokyo University of
the Arts, where she was awarded her master and doctor degrees, also in Opera. She made
her debut in Nikikai as Despina in Cosi Fan tutte. Other roles include Papageno in the Magic
Flute, which was broadcast by the Japanese television station NHK. Now she is performing
in the opera Kaguya-hime. She has performed with well known conductors such as Seiji
Ozawa and Hiroshi Wakatsuki.

OLDRICH KRIZ - Baritone

absolvoval Statni konzervator Praha. V roce 1994 zacal kariéru jako sdlista
Statni Opery Praha. Debutoval v rolich - Figaro, Taddeo, Guglielmo, Ping,
Sharpless, Belcore, Valentin, Dr. Falke, Germont. V roce 2005 vstoupil Gspésné
téZ na pole klasického muzikalu jako Sir Danvers Carew v produkci Hudebni-
ho divadla Karlin v piedstaveni Jekyll a Hyde. Casto a velmi rad také ucinkuje
v operetach jako napr. Doktor Falke z operety J. Strausse Netopyr. S touto roli Fa b
jiz procestoval Japonsko, Holandsko a USA. V soucasné dobé pripravuje pro W o
Plzen Pucciniho Bohemu a pro Liberec muzikél Sugar.

OLDRICH KRIZ a graduate of the Prague State Conservatory, Mr. Kiz embarked on his
performance career in 1994 as a soloist with the State Opera in Prague. He made his debut
in the roles Figaro, Taddeo, Guglielmo, Ping, Sharpless, Belcore, Valentin, Dr. Falke, and
Germont. In 2005 he made a successful debut in a musical as Sir Danvers Carew in the pro-
duction of Jekyll and Hyde at the Karlin Music Theatre. He is very fond of operettas, and he
performs in them often, taking on roles such as Doctor Falke in Die Fledermaus (J. Strauss).
He has toured Japan, the Netherlands, and the USA in this role. Currently he is rehearsing
Puccini’'s La Boheme for the Pilsen Opera and the musical Sugar for Liberec.




